*                             INTRODUCTION.
languages. As the result of his research was given to the
world in a clear and graceful style, which for beauty and for
force has seldom been excelled, it is no matter for wonder that
his work aroused the attention of a multitude of readers.
In 1868 Froude was elected Eector of St. Andrews Uni-
versity, and during his year of office he delivered a striking
address to the students on Education, The English in
Ireland in the Eighteenth Century (in three volumes) ap-
peared in 1874. In 1875 Froude went out as a Eoyal
Commissioner to South Africa. From 1881 to 1884 he
was engaged on literary work on the papers of his old Mend
Thomas Carlyle, who had appointed him his literary executor.
He published in 1881 Eeminiscences by Thomas Carlyle, and
in 1883 the Letters and Memorials of Jane Welsh Carlyle.
In 1882 he published Thomas Carlyle ; a History of the First
Forty Tears of his Life, 1795-1835, in two volumes, and in
1884 Thomas Carlyle : a History of his Life in London, 1834-
1881, also in two volumes. These works aroused a good deal
of sharp criticism, as, in his endeavour to give faithful portraits
of Carlyle and his wife, he was said to have revealed too much
of the weaknesses and domestic troubles of his friends. But
Carlyle had entrusted his papers to Froude because he knew
that he could rely on his carrying out the trust faithfully, and
no man would have resented more deeply than Carlyle the
action of a biographer who by smoothing away roughnesses
attempted to depict him as being other than he really was.
Later, as a result of visits to Australia and the West Indies,
there appeared Oceana, or England and her Colonies and The
English in the West Indies. In 1892 Froude was appointed
Begins Professor of Modern History at Oxford. His lectures
there resulted in The Life and Letters of Erasmus, English
Seamen in the Sixteenth Century and The Council of Trent.
Froude died at Salcombe in his native county on the 20th
October, 1894.